AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Aug. 16

has said, “If it feels good, do it,” and “If
you've got a problem, blame somebody
else,” to a culture in which each of us
understands we are responsible for the de-
cisions we make in life.

If you're fortunate enough to be a moth-
er or a father, youre responsible for loving
your child with all your heart and all your
soul. If you're concerned about the quality
of education in your community, you're re-
sponsible for doing something about it. If
youre a CEO in America, you have the
responsibility to tell the truth to your share-
holders and your employees.

And in the responsibility society, each
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor
just like we’d like to be loved ourself. And
we can see the culture of responsibility and
service growing around us here in America.
I started what’s called the USA Freedom
Corps to encourage Americans to extend
a compassionate hand to a neighbor in
need, and the response has been strong.
People from all walks of life are signing
up to figure out how to help and do their
duty as an American citizen.

Charities are strong and the faith-based
organizations are vibrant, bringing hope and
healing to citizens who hurt. Policemen and
firefighters and people who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform are reminding us what it
means to sacrifice for something greater
than yourself in life. Once again the chil-

dren believe in heroes, because they see
them every day in America.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. And I've been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 2%
years have come to the right nation. We
are a strong country, and we use that
strength to defend the peace. We're an op-
timistic country, confident in ourselves and
in ideals bigger than ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek
to lift up lives by spreading opportunity
to every corner of America. This is the
work that history has set before us. We
welcome it. And we know that for our
country and for our cause, the best days
lie ahead.

May God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Irvine Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Brad Freeman, Cali-
fornia State finance chairman, and Mercer
Reynolds, national finance chairman, Bush-
Cheney '04, Inc.; and Gerald L. Parsky,
Team California chairman, and Duf
Sundheim, party chairman, California Re-
publican Party. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.

Memorandum on the 2003 Combined Federal Campaign

August 15, 2003

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2003 Combined Federal Campaign

I am delighted that the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, Mel R.
Martinez, has agreed to serve as the Chair
of the 2003 Combined Federal Campaign
(CFQC) of the National Capital Area. I ask

you to enthusiastically support the CFC by
personally chairing the campaign in your
agency and appointing a top official as your
Vice Chair.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to
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support thousands of worthy charities. Pub-
lic servants not only contribute to the cam-
paign but also assume leadership roles to
ensure its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm
will help positively influence thousands of

employees and will guarantee another suc-
cessful campaign.

GEORGE W. Busu
NotE: This memorandum was released by

the Office of the Press Secretary on August
16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraq

August 15, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against
Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102-1), and
in order to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared
by my Administration. This report includes
matters relating to post-liberation Iraq

The President’s Radio Address
August 16, 2003

Good morning. This week, I traveled to
Arizona and California to see some of
America’s forests and parks and to talk
about my commitment to good stewardship
of these natural treasures.

On Monday, I visited the Coronado Na-
tional Forest in Arizona, where wildfires
recently consumed thousands of acres of
forest and destroyed hundreds of homes.
Nearby, I also saw forests that remained
largely intact thanks to wise forest-manage-
ment policy. Fire professionals and forest
and park rangers agree, by thinning over-
grown forests we will reduce the risk of
catastrophic fire and restore the health of
forest ecosystems.

1024

under section 7 of the Iraq Liberation Act
of 1998 (Public Law 105-338).
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 16.

That is the purpose of my Healthy Forest
Initiative. We're cutting through bureau-
cratic redtape to complete urgently needed
forest-thinning projects. We are speeding
up environmental assessments and consulta-
tions required by current law. And we're
expediting the administrative appeals proc-
ess to resolve disputes more quickly. By
the end of this fiscal year in September,
we will have treated more than 2.6 million
acres of overgrowth, more than twice the
acreage that was treated in the year 2000.

Under current law, however, litigation
often delays projects, while some 190 mil-
lion acres of forest remain at high risk of
dangerous fires and nearby communities re-
main vulnerable. So I'm asking Congress
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